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MEMORANDUM AND ORDER 

Complainant brings this judicial complaint against the Chief Judge pursuant to the 

Judicial Conduct and Disability Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 351-364. The Act provides an 

administrative remedy for judicial conduct "prejudicial to the effective and expeditious 

administration of the business of the courts" and for judicial inability to "discharge all the 

duties of office by reason of mental or physical disability." 28 U.S.C. § 35 l(a). 

Complainant filed three prior judicial complaints that were dismissed by the Chief 

Judge pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 352(b)(l)(A). In her current judicial complaint, she 

alleges that the Chief Judge engaged in misconduct by dismissing her prior judicial 

complaints. Specifically, she alleges that the judge violated her rights and aided in the 

obstruction of justice by failing to investigate her prior judicial complaints. 

The Judicial Conduct and Disability Act does not permit review of claims that are 

"directly related to the merits of a decision or procedural ruling." 28 U.S.C. 

§ 352(b)(l)(A)(ii). This limitation applies to any allegation that calls into question the 

correctness of a judge's ruling, whether issued in an Article III case or controversy or in 



an administrative matter. See In re Petition of Doe, 70 FJd 56, 60 (8th Cir. 1995) 

Uudicial complaints challenging the merits of a prior judicial complaint order are subject 

to dismissal under 28 U.S.C. § 253(b)(l)(A)(ii)); Rule 3 cmt., Rules for Judicial-Conduct 

and Judicial-Disability Proceedings (same). 

Complainant's misconduct claims are directly related to the merits of the judge's 

decisions to dismiss complainant's prior complaints under 28 U.S.C. § 352(b)(l)(A), 

rather than appoint a special committee to investigate the complaints under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 353. The claims are, accordingly, barred from review under the Act, and this complaint 

is dismissed pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 352(b)(l)(A)(ii). 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
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/ . J. Harvie Wilkinson III* 
Circuit Judge 

• Acting upon disqualification of the Chief Judge pursuant to Rule 25(f), Rules for 
Judicial-Conduct and Judicial-Disability Proceedings. 
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