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MEMORANDUM AND ORDER 

Complainant brings this judicial complaint against a district judge pursuant to the 

Judicial Conduct and Disability Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 351-364, which provides an 

administrative remedy for judicial conduct that is "prejudicial to the effective and 

expeditious administration of the business of the courts." 28 U.S.C. § 35l(a). 

In 1994, complainant was tried before the district judge for narcotics and firearms 

offenses. He was found guilty and sentenced to imprisonment. Complainant appealed, 

and the court of appeals issued a decision affirming complainant's conviction. 

Complainant alleges in his judicial complaint that the judge was biased against 

him on the basis of race, and showed little interest in according him a fair trial. 

According to the complaint, "I went before the Court for a bond hearing. When the judge 

who was holding the hearing saw me, he asked me, 'What are you?' I asked him what he 

meant and he stated, 'What race are you?' I stated that I am Jamaican and, paraphrasing, 

the judge stated that 'All Jamaicans are drug dealers.' I then stated to the judge that all 

Jamaicans are NOT drug dealers .... This was an unbelievably racist and discriminatory 

statement." 



"The judge held up a white piece of paper and told me to 'look at this paper.' I 

looked, but there was nothing on the paper. It was a blank sheet of paper. I told the 

judge that there was nothing on the paper. Paraphrasing, once again, the judge said. 

'You're right. That's how clear your records are. If I don't put your codefendant's 

charges on you, I will have to send you to State Court and they're going to release you, so 

I am not going to do that. I am going to put your codefendant's charges on you.' I said, 

'Your Honor, you can't do that. If I did something wrong, then you can charge me, but I 

didn't do anything.' The judge then said that this is his Courthouse and he can do 

anything that he wants to do. I then stated that what he was doing is illegal, that it was 

not law. He then told the Court Reporter (stenographer) to 'take that off the record,' and 

she did as instructed." 

"At trial, the judge stopped my trial and told me that the prosecutor wanted to talk 

to me. I told the judge to let the prosecutor talk to me in front of the jury and he said 

'no,' that he was going to grant a 20 minute break (recess) and that the U.S. Marshals 

were going to take me to the back of the courthouse to talk to me. . . . They took me to 

an interrogation room and were calling me all types of names, like 'asshole,' and then 

told me to cooperate with the government and the prosecutor would let me get three (3) 

years . . . . I told them that I do not know anything about what they were talking about 

and for them to take me back to the courthouse." 

"When they opened the door to take me back to the courthouse, the jury door 

opened at the same time and I saw the prosecutor coming out. I asked the prosecutor 
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what she was doing coming out of the jury room and said, 'Didn't the judge tell you that 

nobody was to interfere with this case?' She walked away without responding to my 

question." ... 

"When I got on the stand, the judge told me that if I ever mention anything about 

the prosecutor coming out of the jury room, he would see to it that I receive a lot of time. 

Naturally, I did not mention it. He then told the Court Reporter (stenographer) to erase 

that comment from the record and, again, she did as instructed. When he told her to erase 

what he said from the record, I said, 'Your Honor, you can't do that.' His only response 

was to tell me to 'have a seat.'" 

Not one word of the complaint's narrative quoted above is supported by the 

transcripts of complainant's arraignment and trial. These are serious allegations, to be 

sure, but they are entirely unsupported by the record. 

Complainant has alleged that the transcripts are not entirely reliable because the 

judge ordered the court reporter to remove certain of his remarks from the record. I have 

conducted a limited inquiry into these allegations, even though these are allegations of 

events that purportedly occurred in 1994, twenty-five years ago. 

My limited inquiry revealed no support whatsoever for complainant's allegations. 

The district judge denies all of the allegations, and states that none of the complained-of 

statements or actions happened. The judge avows that these are things that the judge 

would never say or do. 
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Defense counsel in complainant' s criminal trial stated that he did remember the 

trial, and stated that none of these things happened. 

The court reporter who produced the transcript of complainant's criminal trial 

acknowledged that she did not remember all the specifics of the trial after 25 years, but 

stated that she could be "very definitive" that in her many years as a court reporter she 

has never been directed by a judge to remove something from a transcript. She added 

that had she ever been directed to do that, she would have refused, even if that meant she 

would be taken off the job of transcribing the trial. 

Accordingly, this judicial complaint is dismissed as lacking in factual support. 28 

U.S.C. § 352(b)(l)(A)(iii). 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

~--~Po\~~ 
Chief Judge 
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