
January 7, 2022

In the Matter of 

Judicial Complaints 

Under 28 U.S.C. § 351 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT 

* 

FILED: 

* Nos. 04-21-90039 
04-21-90119 

* 

ORDER 

By separate order in No. 04-21-90119, I granted reconsideration of my pnor 

abeyance order and dismissed a portion of the complaint pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 352(b )(l)(A)(iii). The remainder of complaint No.04-21-90119, alleging that the subject 

judge potentially violated the restrictions on engaging in outside employment while serving 

as a federal judge, is related to the claims presented in complaint No. 04-21-90039. 

Complainant requests consolidation, in lieu of abeyance, to ensure that all available 

evidence is considered and for the sake of judicial economy . That request is granted, and 

the remainder of complaint No. 04-21-90119 is consolidated for consideration with 

complaint No. 04-21-90039. 

Complaint No. 04-21-90039 has been referred to a special committee composed of 

myself, as presiding officer; the Honorable Pamela A. Harris , United States Circuit Judge 

for the Fourth Circuit; and the Honorable Gina M . Groh, United States Chief District Judge 

for the Northern District of West Virginia. The committee is charged with conducting an 

investigation and rep011ing its findings and recommendations to the judicial council 



pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 353. Geoffrey Klineberg, Esq., of Washington, D.C. has been 

appointed to assist the committee. 

The remaining portion of complaint No. 04-21-90119 is now referred to the special 

committee for a consolidated investigation and report, and Mr. Klineberg ' s appointment is 

expanded to encompass both 04-21-90039 and 04-21-90119. 

The clerk shall transmit certified copies of the complaint in No. 04-21-90119 and 

all documents pertaining thereto to the members of the special committee. See Rule 12(d), 

Rules for Judicial-Conduct and Judicial-Disability Proceedings (Judicial-Conduct Rules). 

The clerk shall transmit copies of this consolidation order to the complainants in both cases, 

to the subject judge, and to the Committee on Judicial Conduct and Disability. See Judicial

Conduct Rule 11 (g)(l ). Furthermore, the clerk shall transmit a copy of the Judicial

Conduct Rules to the complainant in No. 04-21-90119. The rules and procedures 

governing an investigation and report by a special committee are set forth in Article V. 

Judicial-Conduct Rules 15 and 16 set forth the rights afforded to the subject judge and 

complainant during this process. 

Pursuant to Rule 11 (g)( 1 ), complainant is advised of the following rights afforded 

by Judicial-Conduct Rule 16: 

(a) When the special committee 's report to the judicial council is filed , complainant 
must be notified. 

(b) Complainant may provide the special committee with written notice of the 
existence of any relevant evidence not already known. If the special committee 
determines that complainant has information not already known to the 
committee that would assist in the investigation, a representative of the 
committee must interview complainant. 
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(c) Complainant may submit written argument to the special committee, and, in its 
discretion, the committee may permit complainant to offer oral argument. 

(d) Complainant may submit written argument through counsel and, if permitted to 
offer oral argument, may do so through counsel. 

Judicial-Conduct Rule 16(a)-(d). 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

~ 
Circuit Judge• 

• Serving as Chief Judge pursuant to Rule 25([), Rules for Judicial-Conduct and 
Judicial-Disability Proceedings. 
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