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PER CURI AM

Heng De Zhu, a native and citizen of the People’ s Republic of
Chi na, petitions for review of an order of the Board of Inmgration
Appeal s (Board) denying his application for asylum The Board con-
cluded that Zhu failed to show past persecution or a well-founded
fear of persecution on account of a protected ground that would
make himeligible for asylumrelief. See 8 U S.C.A § 1158 (West
1999); § 1101(a)(42)(A) (West 1999 & Supp. 2001). The decision to
grant or deny asylum relief is conclusive “unless nanifestly
contrary to the law and an abuse of discretion.” 8 US CA
8§ 1252(b)(4)(D) (West 1999). W find that the Board correctly
applied the law and did not abuse its discretion in rendering its
decision here. Therefore, we deny a petition for review on the

reasoning of the Board. See In re Zhu, No. A78-125-620 (B.I.A

Feb. 1, 2001). W dispense with oral argunent because the facts
and | egal contentions are adequately presented in the materials

before the court and argunent woul d not aid the deci si onal process.
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