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PER CURI AM

Carole Lucille Cooper pled guilty to conspiracy to commt
noney |aundering, 18 U S. C A 8 1956(h) (Wst 2000), and was
sentenced to a term of seventy nonths inprisonnent. Cooper seeks
to appeal her sentence, arguing that the district court erred in
declining to depart bel ow the guideline range on the ground that
the nunber of crimnal history points she had accunul ated over-
represented the seriousness of her prior crimnal conduct. U.S.

Sent enci ng Gui deli nes Manual 8§ 4A1.3, p.s. (2000).

A def endant nay not appeal the sentencing court’s decision not
to depart bel ow the guideline unless the court’s decision resulted
from an erroneous belief that it |lacked the authority to depart.

United States v. Bayerle, 898 F.2d 28, 31 (4th Cr. 1990). Here,

the district court acknow edged that it had the authority to depart
under 8§ 4Al.3, but determ ned that a departure was not appropriate.

W therefore dismss the appeal. We dispense with oral
argunent because the facts and | egal contentions are adequately
presented in the materials before the court and argunment woul d not

aid the decisional process.
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