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PER CURI AM

Joseph Johnson, Jr., has filed a petition for a wit of man-
danus seeking to have this court direct the district court to act
on a notion he alleges he filed on June 19, 2001, in a crimna
case to expunge the record. Qur review of the district court’s
docket sheet reveals that Johnson filed a notion to expunge the
record in January 2001, and that the district court has ruled on
the notion. There is no record of an identical notion filed in
June 2001, as Johnson alleges. Further, this is the second peti -
tion for a wit of mandanus that Johnson has filed regarding a
notion to expunge the record. \Were there is another available

remedy, mandanus relief is not available. 1In re Beard, 811 F. 2d

818, 826 (4th Cir. 1987). Mandanus relief is not a substitute for

appeal . In re United Steelworkers, 595 F.2d 958, 960 (4th Cr.

1979). Johnson coul d have chal |l enged the denial of his notion by
filing an appeal. Accordingly, we deny nmandamus relief. W grant
Johnson’s notion to proceed on appeal in forma pauperis. W dis-
pense with oral argunent because the facts and | egal contentions
are adequately presented in the nmaterials before the court and

argunment woul d not aid the decisional process.
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