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PER CURI AM

On Decenber 3, 2001, Victor B. Perkins filed a notice of
appeal . We dism ss the appeal for lack of jurisdiction because
there was no district court order being appealed. This court nmay
exercise jurisdiction only over final orders, 28 US C § 1291
(1994), and certain interlocutory and coll ateral orders, 28 U S. C.

8§ 1292 (1994); Fed. R Cv. P. 54(b); Cohen v. Beneficial |ndus.

Loan Corp., 337 U S. 541 (1949).

The district court’s subsequent entry of final judgnent did
not validate the notice of appeal because Perkins did not file the
noti ce of appeal from a district court order. In addition, the
informal brief filed in this court could not be construed as a
noti ce of appeal because it was not the functional equival ent of

such a notice. Fed. R App. P. 3(c); Smth v. Barry, 502 U S. 244,

248 (1992).

We deny a certificate of appealability and dism ss the appeal
as interlocutory. W dispense with oral argunent because the facts
and | egal contentions are adequately presented in the materials

before the court and argunent woul d not aid the deci si onal process.
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