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PER CURI AM

Arthur Lee Gooden has filed a petition for a wit of mandanus
in this court to conpel the district court to expedite its
consideration of his petition filed under 28 U.S.C. § 2254 (2000).
The granting of a wit of mandanus is a drastic renedy to be used

inextraordinary circunstances. |In re: Beard, 811 F. 2d 818, 826-27

(4th Gr. 1987). A petitioner nust show that he has a clear right
to the relief sought, that the respondent has a clear duty to
performthe act requested by petitioner, and that there i s no ot her

adequate renedy available. In re: First Fed. Sav. & Loan Ass’n

860 F.2d 135, 138 (4th Cr. 1988). (Gooden has failed to nmake the
requisite showng of extraordinary circunstances justifying
mandanus relief. Qur review of the district court docket sheet
di scloses that there has been no undue delay in considering
Gooden’ s § 2254 petition. Accordingly, although we grant | eave to
proceed in forma pauperis, we deny his petition for a wit of
mandamnus. We dispense with oral argunment because the facts and
| egal contentions are adequately presented in the materials before

the court and argunent woul d not aid the decisional process.
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