UNPUBLI SHED

UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUI T

No. 03-6715

JODY LARRY MORROW

Petitioner - Appellant,
ver sus
S| DNEY HARKL EROAD, Mari on Correctional
Institution; ROY A COOPER, [Ill, Attorney
General of North Carolina,

Respondents - Appel |l ees.

Appeal from the United States District Court for the Wstern
District of North Carolina, at Bryson City. Lacy H. Thornburg
District Judge. (CA-02-142-2)

Submitted: Septenber 12, 2003 Deci ded: Cctober 10, 2003

Bef ore W LKI NSON, N EMEYER, and GREGORY, Circuit Judges.

D sm ssed by unpublished per curiam opi nion.

Ann Bach Petersen, James R chard d over, GLOVER & PETERSEN, P.A.,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, for Appellant. d arence Joe Del Forge,
11, OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NORTH CARCLI NA, Ral ei gh
North Carolina, for Appellees.

Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).



PER CURI AM

Jody Larry Morrow appeals fromthe order of the district court
denying relief on his petition for a wit of habeas corpus filed
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2254 (2000). In review ng the denial of a
8§ 2254 petition, this Court may only grant a certificate of
appeal ability if the appellant makes a substantial show ng of the
denial of a constitutional right. 28 US C 8§ 2253(c)(2). The

rel evant inquiry is whether reasonable jurists would find the
district court’s assessnent of the constitutional clainms debatable

or wong.’” Mller-El v. Cockrell, 537 U S. 322, , 123 S. O

1029, 1040 (2003) (quoting Slack v. MbDaniel, 529 U S. 473, 484

(2000)). W have independently reviewed the record and concl ude
that Morrow has failed to nake this show ng. Accordingly, we deny
a certificate of appealability and dism ss the appeal. W dispense
with oral argunent because the facts and |egal contentions are
adequately presented in the materials before the court and ar gunent

woul d not aid the decisional process.
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