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PER CURI AM

Ronald T. Masko, a federal inmate currently serving a 360-
nmonth sentence, filed a petition for a wit of mandanus seeking
recusal of the district court judge. Mndamus is a drastic renedy
and should only be granted in those extraordinary situations when

no other renedy is available. |In re Beard, 811 F.2d 818, 826 (4th

Cr. 1987). It is not a substitute for appeal. In re United

St eel workers, 595 F.2d 958, 960 (4th Cr. 1979). Masko fails to

denonstrat e such extraordi nary circunstances. Accordingly, we deny
| eave to proceed in forma pauperis and deny his petition. W also
deny his notion to stay the district court’s review of his pending
notion to vacate, set aside, or correct his sentence pursuant to 28
US C 8§ 2255 (2000). W dispense with oral argunent because the
facts and legal contentions are adequately presented in the
materials before the court and argument would not aid the

deci si onal process.
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