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PER CURI AM

Charl es Cecil Thomas appeals the district court’s order
summarily dismssing his conplaint in which he alleges that |aw
enforcenment officers of the “Leonardtown Police Departnent” and t he
“Ofice of the Sheriff” of St. Miry' s County, Maryland,
i mperm ssibly seized his vehicle. W affirm

I n 2004, Thomas filed a conplaint in state court agai nst
Detective Mchael W Butler, Detective Gerald W Johnson, the
“Ofice of the Sheriff,” and “Leonardtown, Maryland,” in which he
described a tort claimarising fromthe alleged illegal seizure of
his vehicle by “the Leonardtown Police” in “February of 2003.”
When Thormas | ater amended his conplaint to state a cl ai munder the
Fourth Amendnent, based on the inperm ssible search and sei zure of
his Ford Explorer, the Defendants renoved the case to federa
district court. Utimately, the district court granted the
Def endants’ notion for summary judgnent and dism ssed Thonmas’
conplaint inits entirety.

Citing Younger v. Harris, 401 U S. 37, 45-46 (1971),

Thomas appeals, asserting that (1) the district court erred in
exercising jurisdiction over the subject matter; and therefore, (2)
the district court erred when it refused to remand his case to the
state court. Pursuant to Younger, 401 U S. at 45-46, a federa
court may not award declaratory or injunctive relief that would

affect pending state crimnal proceedings absent extraordinary



circunstances involving a great and i medi ate threat to federally
protected rights, such as bad faith prosecution, a patently
unconstitutional statute, or a biased state tribunal. Under
Younger, abstention is therefore appropriate if: (1) there are
ongoi ng state judicial proceedings; (2) the proceedings involve
inmportant state interests; and (3) the state proceedings offer an
opportunity to present and resolve federal and constitutional

cl ai ns. Enpl oyers Res. Mgnt. Co. v. Shannon, 65 F.3d 1126, 1134

(4th Cr. 1995) (citing Mddlesex County Ethics Comm v. Garden

State Bar Ass’'n, 457 U.S. 423, 432 (1982)); Martin Marietta Corp.

v. Md. Commin on Human Relations, 38 F.3d 1392, 1396 (4th Cr.

1994). This court reviews a district court’s decision to abstain
for abuse of discretion. Shannon, 65 F.3d at 1134. Because Thomas
does not expressly seek to enjoin or dispute the settlenent of his
forfeiture action, we find Younger inapplicable to the instant
appeal .

Thus, renoval was proper under 28 U S C 8§ 1441(b)
(1994), because the district court has jurisdiction over civi
actions arising under the |laws of the United States w thout regard
to the citizenship or residence of the parties. Jurisdiction over
Thomas’ state | aw cl ains was proper under 8 1441(c). Based on our
careful review of the record, we find that the district court did
not abuse its discretion in dismssing Thomas' entire conpl aint.

Moreover, if Thomas w shes to challenge the settlenent of the
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forfeiture action as unfair in any way, he is free to pursue such
relief in the appropriate state court.

Accordingly, we affirm the district court’s order
sumarily di sm ssing Thomas’ conpl ai nt and denyi ng his request for
remand to state court. W dispense with oral argunent because the
facts and legal contentions are adequately presented in the
materials before the court and argunment would not aid the

deci si onal process.
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