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ARNOLD VANCE,
Plaintiff - Appellant,
Ver sus

M CHAEL HOLLAND, Trustee; DONALD Pl ERCE, JR ,

Trustee; JOHN WALTON, Trustee; JOSEPH J.

STAHL, 11, Trustee; TRUSTEES O THE UN TED

M NE WORKERS OF AMERI CA 1974 PENSI ON TRUST,

United M ne Wirkers of Anerica,

Def endants - Appel | ees.

Appeal from the United States District Court for the Wstern
District of Virginia, at Big Stone Gap. Janes P. Jones, District
Judge. (CA-97-269-B)

Submitted: March 9, 1999 Deci ded: WMarch 31, 1999

Before ERVIN and WLKINS, G rcuit Judges, and BUTZNER, Seni or
Crcuit Judge.

Affirmed by unpublished per curiam opinion.

Arnol d Vance, Appellant Pro Se. Jerry Mns, UNI TED M NE WORKERS OF
AMERI CA, Washington, D.C., for Appellees.

Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).



PER CURI AM

Arnol d Vance appeals a district court order granting sumrary
judgnent to the Trustees of the United M ne Wirkers of Anmerica 1974
Pension Trust, finding that the Trustees’ decision to deny benefits
under the pension plan was not an abuse of discretion in this
action filed pursuant to the Enployee Retirenent |ncone Security
Act of 1974 (ERISA), 29 U.S.C A § 1132(a)(1)(B) (Wst Supp. 1998).
W have reviewed the record de novo and agree with the district
court that the Trustees did not abuse their discretion. See

Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. v. Bruch, 489 U S. 101, 115 (1989);

Brogan v. Holland, 105 F.3d 158, 161 (4th Cr. 1997). Accordingly,

we affirmthe district court order. See Vance v. Holl and, No. CA-

97-269-B (WD. Va. Cct. 6, 1998). W dispense with oral argunent
because the facts and | egal contentions are adequately presented in
the materials before the court and argunment would not aid the

deci si onal process.
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