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PER CURI AM

Appel  ant seeks to appeal the district court’s order denying
relief on his petition filed under 28 U.S.C. A 8§ 2254 (West 1994 &
Supp. 1998). W have reviewed the record and the district court’s
opi nion adopting the reconmmendation of the magistrate judge and
find no reversible error. Accordingly, we deny a certificate of
appeal ability and dismss the appeal on the reasoning of the

district court. Lawence v. Mats, No. CA-97-1219-PIJM(D. M. Aug.

18, 1998). W also find that the bench conference from which
Appel I ant was excluded was not a stage of the proceedi ngs during
whi ch his presence was constitutionally required. W dispense with
oral argunent because the facts and | egal contentions are adequat e-
ly presented in the materials before the court and argunent woul d

not aid the decisional process.
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