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PER CURI AM

Wl bert Enmette WI kins was convicted by a jury and sent enced
to eighty-six nonths in prison for possession of a firearm by a
convicted felon, in violation of 18 U S C A 8 922(g)(1) (West
Supp. 1999) and fleeing to elude a |law enforcenent officer, in
violation of 18 U S.C. A § 13 (West Supp. 1999)(assimlating Va.
Code. Ann. 8 46.2-817 (Mchie Supp. 1999)). WIkins, an African-
Anerican, contends that the Governnent’s perenptory strike of an
African- Anerican venire person was racially discrimnatory.

We concl ude that the court did not clearly err in finding the
Governnent’s perenptory chall enge was based upon racially neutral

factors and was not pretext for discrimnation. See Batson v. Ken-

tucky, 476 U.S. 79, 96-97 (1986); United States v. Gimond, 137

F.3d 823, 834-35 (4th Cr.), cert. denied, 119 S. C. 124 (1998)

(noting that Governnent’s reason need not be persuasive or
pl ausi bl e, just neutral).

Accordingly, we affirmWIkins convictions and sentence. W
di spense with oral argunment because the facts and | egal contentions
are adequately presented in the nmaterials before the court and

argunment woul d not aid the decisional process.
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