
UNPUBLISHED

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff - Appellee,
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CARMEN BLANCO CRUZ,

Defendant - Appellant.

Appeal from the United States District Court for the District of
South Carolina, at Charleston. Solomon Blatt, Jr., Senior District
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Before WIDENER and KING, Circuit Judges, and PHILLIPS, Senior Cir-
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Dismissed by unpublished per curiam opinion.
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PER CURIAM:

Carmen Cruz seeks to appeal the district court’s order denying

her motion filed under 28 U.S.C.A. § 2255 (West Supp. 1999). We

have reviewed the record, the district court’s order, and the

transcript of the hearing at which the court stated its reasons for

denying Cruz’ motion and find no reversible error. We agree with

the district court that counsel’s alleged error was not a struc-

tural defect in Cruz’ trial and that Cruz failed to satisfy the

standard for claims of ineffective assistance of counsel as set

forth in Strickland v. Washington, 466 U.S. 668 (1984). Accord-

ingly, we deny a certificate of appealability and dismiss the

appeal. We dispense with oral argument because the facts and legal

contentions are adequately presented in the materials before the

court and argument would not aid the decisional process.

DISMISSED


