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PER CURI AM

Appellant WilliamE. Alton, Il1l, seeks to appeal the district
court’s order denying relief on his petition filed under 28
US. CA § 2254 (West 1994 & Supp. 1999). We have reviewed the
record and the district court’s opinion and find no reversible
error. Accordingly, we deny a certificate of appealability and

di sm ss the appeal substantially on the reasoning of the district

court. See Alton v. Sizer, No. CA-98-3276-AW(D. Md. May 4, 1999).
We note that Alton’s clainms that counsel failed to obtain critical
evi dence of prosecutorial m sconduct and failedto exercise Alton’s
ri ght to conpul sory process are not cogni zabl e because Alton fail ed
to exhaust these clains in state court proceedings. See 28
US CA 8 2254(b)(1)(A). We dispense with oral argument because
the facts and | egal contentions are adequately presented in the na-
terials before the court and argunent woul d not aid the deci sional

Process.
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