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PER CURI AM

Janes Billy Henry seeks to appeal the district court's order
di smssing without prejudice his petition filed under 28 U S. C A
§ 2254 (West 1994 & Supp. 1999), for failure to exhaust state court
remedi es. Because Henry failed to challenge the basis for the
district court'sruling inhis informal brief, he has not preserved
the issue for our review. See 4th Cir. R 34(b). Accordingly, we
deny a certificate of appealability and dism ss the appeal on the

reasoning of the district court. See Henry v. Mahn, No. CA-99-175-

7 (WD. Va. June 11, 1999). W dispense with oral argunment because
the facts and | egal contentions are adequately presented in the na-
terials before the court and argunent woul d not aid the deci sional

process.
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