UNPUBLI SHED

UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH Cl RCUI T

No. 00-1313

ANTHONY LAMBERT, SR,
Plaintiff - Appellant,

ver sus

K. J. MCANN'S, individually; H P. WLLIAVS5,
individually; LYNNE W PIKE, individually;
LAURA DUNSTAN, individually; IKE MCREE, in-
dividually and in his official capacity as
County Attorney, Pasquotank County, North
Carol i na; PASQUOTANK COUNTY, NORTH CAROCLI NA,

Def endants - Appel | ees.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of North Carolina, at Elizabeth Cty. Terrence W Boyl e,
Chief District Judge. (CA-99-36)

Submtted: July 27, 2000 Deci ded: August 2, 2000

Bef ore MURNAGHAN, W LKINS, and KING G rcuit Judges.

Affirmed by unpublished per curiam opinion.

Ant hony Lanbert, Sr., Appellant Pro Se. John Ham lton Watters,
Speci al Deputy Attorney Ceneral, David Fred Hoke, Assistant Attor-
ney CGeneral, Raleigh, North Carolina; Robert Harrison Sasser, II1,
Col eman M Cowan, WOVBLE, CARLYLE, SANDRI DGE & RI CE, Ral ei gh, North
Carolina, for Appellees.



Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).

PER CURI AM

Ant hony Lanbert, Sr., appeals the district court’s order de-
nying relief on his 42 U.S.C. A § 1983 (West Supp. 2000) conpl aint.
W have reviewed the record and the district court’s opinion and
find no reversible error. Accordingly, we affirmsubstantially on

t he reasoning of the district court.” See Lanmbert v. MG nnis, No.

CA-99-36 (E.D.N.C. Feb. 14, 2000). W dispense with oral argunent
because the facts and | egal contentions are adequately presented in
the materials before the court and argunent would not aid the

deci si onal process.

AFFI RVED

" Although the district court may have abused its discretion
by denying Lanbert’s notion to anend his conplaint before a
responsi ve pl eading had been filed, Lanbert’s proposed anmendnent
woul d not have altered the outcone. See Fed. R Cv. P. 15(a);
Smith v. Blackledge, 451 F.2d 1201, 1203 n.2 (4th Gr. 1971)
(notion to dismss is not a responsive pleading for purposes of
Rul e 15(a)).




