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PER CURI AM

Tony D. Lankford appeals the district court’s order granting
the Respondent’s notion to dismss and denying relief on his
petition filed under 28 U.S.C. A 8§ 2254 (West 1994 & Supp. 2001).
W have reviewed the record and the district court’s opinion and
find no reversible error. Accordingly, we deny a certificate of
appeal ability and dism ss the appeal on the reasoning of the

district court. See Lankford v. Angel one, No. CA-99-1436- AM (E.D.

Va. filed Sept. 26, 2001; entered Sept. 27, 2001)." W dispense
with oral argunent because the facts and |legal contentions are
adequately presented in the nmaterials before the court and ar gunent

woul d not aid the decisional process.

DI SM SSED

" To the extent that Lankford raises clains in his informal
brief that were not presented to the district court, we note that
he cannot raise them for the first tinme on appeal. See Mith v.
United States, 1 F.3d 246, 250 (4th Cr. 1993).




