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Affirmed by unpublished per curiam opinion.

John Roger Bell, Appellant Pro Se. Alfred WIIliamWal ker Bet hea,
Assistant United States Attorney, Florence, South Carolina, for
Appel | ee.

Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).



PER CURI AM

John Bel | appeals the district court's marginal order denyi ng
his notion for return of seized property pursuant to Federal Rule
of Crimnal Procedure 41(e). Bell seeks the return of currency
sei zed fromhimpursuant to his arrest for possession with intent
to distribute cocaine. W have held that where the Governnent
initiates admnistrative forfeiture proceedings, as it didinthis
case, the district court is divested of jurisdiction over the pro-
ceedi ng and remai ns wi t hout jurisdiction unless the claimant files
a tinely claimand cost bond or request to proceed in forma pau-

peris. See Ibarra v. United States, 120 F. 3d 472, 475-76 (4th Cr.

1997). Because the record discloses that Bell failed to tinely
contest the adm nistrative forfeiture of the currency, the district
court lacked jurisdiction to grant Bell's notion.

Accordingly, the order of the district court is affirmed. W
di spense wi th oral argunent because the facts and | egal contentions
are adequately presented in the materials before the court and

argunent woul d not aid the decisional process.
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