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WIlliam Ray Ward, Appellant Pro Se. Robert F. Daley, Jr., Assis-
tant Attorney General, Colunbia, South Carolina, for Appell ees.

Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).



PER CURI AM

Wl liam Ray Ward seeks to appeal the district court's order
denying relief on his petition filed under 28 U. S. C. AL 8§ 2254 (\West
Supp. 1997). We have reviewed the record and the district court's
opi ni on accepting in part the recomendation of the magistrate
judge and find no reversible error. Accordingly, as to the nerits
of Ward's clains, we deny a certificate of appealability and

di sm ss on the reasoning of the district court. Ward v. Ward, No.

CA-96-1712-2-20AJ (D.S.C. Mar. 24, 1997). Because Ward's petition
is nmeritless, we decline to address the retroactivity of the stat-
ute of limtations enactedinthe Antiterrorismand Effective Death
Penalty Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-132, 110 Stat. 1214. W dis-
pense with oral argunent because the facts and | egal contentions
are adequately presented in the materials before the court and

argunent woul d not aid the decisional process.
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