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PER CURI AM

Janes L. Padgett, Jr., petitions for a wit of mandanus
al l eging undue district court delay in ruling on his pending 28
US CA 8§ 2254 (West 1994 & Supp. 1999) petition. Accordingly,
Padgett seeks an order fromthis court directing the District Court
for the District of South Carolina to consider his 8§ 2254 petition.
The wit of mandanus is a drastic renmedy and shoul d be granted only
in those extraordinary situations when no other renmedy is

available. See In re Beard, 811 F.2d 818, 826 (4th Gr. 1987).

Because there has been recent significant action in the district
court case, including the filing of the magistrate judge’s report
and recommendati on and Padgett’s objections thereto, we find that
Padgett is not entitled to the relief he seeks. Accordingly, al-
t hough we grant | eave to proceed in forma pauperis, we deny nanda-
mus relief. W dispense with oral argunent because the facts and
| egal contentions are adequately presented in the materials before

the Court and argunent woul d not aid the decisional process.
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