UNPUBLI SHED

UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH Cl RCUI T

No. 99-7246

STEPHEN M SOMRDS, SR.,
Petitioner - Appellant,

ver sus

EDWARD E. WRI GHT, Warden; ATTORNEY GENERAL OF
THE COVMONWEALTH OF VI RG NI A,

Def endants - Appel | ees.

Appeal fromthe United States District Court for the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia, at Roanoke. Jackson L. Kiser, Senior District
Judge. (CA-99-396-7)

Subm tted: November 18, 1999 Deci ded: Novenber 24, 1999

Before WLKINS, HAM LTON, and LUTTIG GCircuit Judges.
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Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Ri chnond, Virginia, for Appell ees.

Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).



PER CURI AM

Stephen M Sowards, Sr., appeals the district court’s order
denying relief on his petition filed under 28 U. S. C. A 8§ 2254 (West
1994 & Supp. 1999). W have reviewed the record and the district
court's opinion and find no reversible error. Accordingly, we deny
a certificate of appealability and dism ss the appeal on the rea-

soning of the district court. See Sowards v. Wight, No. CA-99-

396-7 (WD. Va. Aug. 13, 1999). We di spense with oral argunent
because the facts and | egal contentions are adequately presented in
the materials before the court and argunment would not aid the

deci si onal process.
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