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PER CURIAM: 

 John Kiriakou appeals the district court’s order dismissing for lack of standing his 

refiled civil complaint.  On appeal, Kiriakou, who had previously filed for bankruptcy 

under Chapter 7, contends that because he acquired the bankruptcy estate’s interest in the 

litigation claims before filing his second complaint, he adequately pleaded standing.  For 

the reasons that follow, we vacate the district court’s order and remand for further 

proceedings. 

 We review de novo a district court’s dismissal for lack of standing.  Episcopal 

Church in S.C. v. Church Ins. Co. of Vt., 997 F.3d 149, 154 (4th Cir. 2021).  As the party 

invoking the district court’s jurisdiction, Kiriakou bears the burden of demonstrating 

standing.  Id.  “If a cause of action is part of the estate of the bankrupt then the trustee alone 

has standing to bring that claim.”  Nat’l Am. Ins. Co. v. Ruppert Landscaping Co., 187 F.3d 

439, 441 (4th Cir. 1999).   

 It is undisputed that Kiriakou had acquired from the bankruptcy estate the causes of 

action pleaded in his second complaint after the district court dismissed his first complaint 

for lack of standing.  In the second complaint, Kiriakou alleged that all causes of action 

belonged to him, though he did not specifically mention the bankruptcy trustee’s return of 

the claims to him.  Moreover, a review of the bankruptcy court’s docket discloses that 

Kiriakou had acquired the causes of action, a fact of which the district court could have 

taken judicial notice.  See United States v. Townsend, 886 F.3d 441, 444 (4th Cir. 2018) 

(noting that court records are the most common type of judicially noticed records).  
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 Accordingly, although we deny as moot Kiriakou’s motion for summary reversal, 

we vacate the district court’s order and remand for further proceedings.  We dispense with 

oral argument because the facts and legal contentions are adequately presented in the 

materials before this court and argument would not aid the decisional process. 

VACATED AND REMANDED 


